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• Integrate CCSS literacy standards for science 

• Align curriculum to state standards and vertically across 

the grades 

• Create common assessments as we approach the 

integration of District Determined Measures 

• Moving from a department of six teachers to three 

The Needs

presented a good opportunity to align and standardize 

our curriculum and assessments



• By the end of the 2013-2014 school year, the 6th grade 

science team will have used backward design to align our 

curriculum to the standards and to create common 

assessments for all 9 major units.   We will use data from 

these common assessments to improve instruction in at 

least 5 of these 9 units by the end of the year.

The Goal 

least 5 of these 9 units by the end of the year.



• 1.) Using the backwards design model, develop common 
assessments that address the standards, then align our 
curriculum to those assessments. 

• 2.) Administer the common assessments across the grade 
then meet as a team to analyze data and identify any 
common weaknesses.

• 3.) Plan interventions/reteaching opportunities to address 
weak areas in the curriculum.

Key Actions

weak areas in the curriculum.

• 4.) Adjust our curriculum for next year to better address 
the weak areas in each unit.
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- Standards (State and CCSS) 

� Translate the standards 

into student friendly, 

language.

- Design 

assessments that fit 

the objectives 

� Quizzes

- Plan activities and 

lessons that help 

achieve the learning 

objectives and align to 

Implications for us

language.

� Identify the “big ideas” 

and essential questions 

for the unit.

� Write “I Can” objectives

� Quizzes

� Projects 

� Performance 

tasks

objectives and align to 

the rigor of the  

assessment 

� Labs

� Readings

� Activities 

� Writing 

Assessments



• Identified standards we covered over the past few years

• Identified CCSS literacy standards that were applicable to 

either past learning activities, or that could be applicable 

to future learning activities 

• Aligned our standards with the rest of the 6-8 team

• Wrote big ideas and essential questions for the unit  

• Wrote “I can” objectives for each of the standards to 

Identify Desired Results 

• Wrote “I can” objectives for each of the standards to 

make sure we had an objective for each of the 

standards/parts of the standard



• Wrote ONE common test that addressed the standards 

identified in step one

• We’d had multiple different summative unit assessments in the 

past due to having six teachers and turnover over the past two 

years.  

• With the implementation of DDMs, having ONE common 

assessment for the unit is essential. 

• Increased the rigor of assessments

Determine Acceptable Evidence 

• Increased the rigor of assessments

• Common Core is focused more on reading and writing

• Students need to be more analytical readers and more 

effective writers 
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Determine Acceptable Evidence



• Selected learning experiences that aligned to the 

standards

• Selected learning experiences that aligned to the rigor of 

the exam

• Planned formal formative assessments throughout the unit

• Placed emphasis on students explaining their reasoning 

and using evidence

• Incorporated reading and writing assignments into the 

Plan Learning Experiences 

• Incorporated reading and writing assignments into the 

unit

• Curriculum Document 



• Students have more opportunities for reading and writing non-fiction

• Clear connection between learning experiences and assessed skills 

• Opportunities for higher order thinking 

• Common learning experiences throughout the grade 

The Benefits 

• Common learning experiences throughout the grade 



Questions? 


